Appositives
What are they: a noun or noun phrase that renames, modifies, explains the noun right beside it. Use commas, dashes and colons to offset them.
Why do we need them: explain a noun, provide more information about a noun, etc.  
Examples: 

-Comma: Popcorn, a favorite snack for many Americans, was the result of an accident.
-Dashes: Compared to other snacks- cookies, ice cream, and candy -popcorn gives you the most for your money. 

-Colon: Gourmet popcorn comes in a variety of flavors: caramel, fruit salad, chocolate, cheddar and kettle corn. 
Underline or highlight the appositive:

1. My dog, a black lab, ran after the neighbor’s cat. 

2. Tim McGraw, a famous country singer, is married to Faith Hill. 
3. Tom Brady, the New England Patriots’ quarterback, hurt his ankle in the season opener. 
4. We rode all day in the car, a candy-apple red convertible.
5. I cannot find my book, the one I need for English class.
Make a sentence out of the sentences below using an appositive:

1. My aunt is visiting us. She is a teacher.
Answer: My aunt, a teacher, is visiting us.
2. My cousin is a graduate of Michigan State University. She is now a teacher. 
Answer: My cousin, a graduate of MSU, is now a teacher.
3. Miley Cyrus has been in the news a lot lately. She is a Disney channel star and singer.  

Answer: Miley Cyrus, a Disney Channel star and singer, has been in the news a lot lately.
4. Troy is a movie staring Brad Pitt and Orlando Bloom. It is based on a section of Homer’s The Iliad. 
Answer: Troy, a movie staring Brad Pitt and Orlando Bloom, is based on a section of Homer’s The Iliad. 
5. The Koala Bear is an animal native to Australia. They eat eucalyptus leaves.  
Answer: The Koala Bear, an animal native to Australia, eats eucalyptus leaves. 
